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6 October 1958 

Comment on "Peace by Persuasion in the Middle East” 
by Dr. W.E. Hocking and Dr. V.C. Gildersleeve 

1. This pamphlet reviews some of the facts which led to 
the creation of Israel. It begins with an analysis of the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917, emphasizes the ambiguities in the 
British declaration, describes the tough techniques used by 
Israel to establish itself, and notes the American support for 
Israel . 

2. The thesis of this pamphlet in essence is that since 
the creation of the state of Israel in 1948 was an injustice 
perpetrated in part by the United States, the Israelis must be 
persuaded by American and UN pressure to meet with the Arabs to 
discuss border revisions, to agree to the UN resolution provid- 
ing for the internationalization of Jerusalem, and to acknowl- 
edge at least the right of the Arab refugees to repatriation. 

In addition, Israel must "restate the ideal of Zion in univer- 
sal terms" ——i . e . , abandon Jewish nationalism and Israel’s ex- 
pansive tendencies. 

3. The authors claim that by adopting these policies 
Israel would win the good will, "even the gratitude," of the 
world, and that the Arabs, relieved of the sense of injustice 
they now feel concerning the problem, might well in turn recog- 
nize Israel and lift the boycott now in force against that 
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state. The authors suggest that the United States could 
then ’’help generously" with the economic development of the 
area as a whole. The authors fear that if a solution is not 


found another world war sparked by a new Arab-Israeli conflict 
will result. 
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